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impotent, rash, and indolent. Your people will enjoy
your virtues; for by these only can they prosper or im-
prove. Your courtiers will applaud your defects; for on
these depend their influence and their hopes.

Habit, SIRE, no less than accident, influences men; and
habit is determined by the beginning. Therefore is the
commencement of a reign of such value. Everything is
hoped, and the slightest effort seconds and confirms that
hope, increasing it a hundredfold. By the pleasure of
having done, we are strengthened in the love of doing,
good; and that which is wished is rendered more easy
by that which has been effected.

The beginning, SIRE, depends absolutely on yourself.
Acquire none but good habits; give no encouragement
to those that are frivolous. Display the man of order,
the lover of the public welfare. You will soon be joined
by all your Ministers and all your courtiers. Emulation
will spring forth, and wisdom will inevitably be the re-
sult. Emulation will aid you to judge the understandings
of those by whom you shall be approached. It may
sometimes excite or produce a happy project, and you
will even turn that propensity to flattery, which cannot
totally be expelled from Courts, to the good of your
people.

You may immediately ascertain to yourself that liberty
of mind which grand affairs require, by interfering only
with such as appertain to the sovereign authority, and
by leaving to your Magistrates and Ministers all those
which naturally should come under their consideration.

More than one estimable Monarch has rendered him-
self incapable of reigning with glory by overburdening
his mind with private affairs. As, SIRE, it will become
you always to govern well, it will also be worthy of you
not to govern too much. Wherefore should a King con-
cern himself with civil government which can be better
exercised without his aid? Authority once established,
external safety ascertained, civil and criminal justice ad-
ministered alike to all classes of citizens, landed property
accurately estimated so as to be judiciously assessed, and
public works, roads, and canals wisely attended to; what
more has government to transact ? It has but to enjoy or to render himny have sent you, at the moment when you have moste
